
16 MUMBAI | SATURDAY, 20 MAY 2023 1
>

Amid infra glory,
Bulandshahr
awaits prosperity
DHRUVAKSH SAHA
Bulandshahr, 19May

On the edges of a newly
widened, jet-black lay-
er of concrete on the

highway, crossing Bulands-
hahr inUttarPradesh,vendors
and small shops went about
their day in the scorchingMay
heat. The transformation has
impressed those familiar with
the highway, although some
simply fear that they will fall
by thewayside.

“This road used to be ter-
rible earlier,” a truck driver
quipped. “Barely any lane
space, frequenttraffic jamsand
potholes all around.”

TheGhaziabad-AligarhEx-
pressway, toutedbyUnionMi-
nister of Road Transport and
HighwaysNitinGadkarias the
key to unlocking the region’s
trade and commerce, is being
widenedfromfourtosix lanes.

Over thepast fourdays, the
stretch on the outskirts of
Bulandshahrhasbeenasiteof
rigorouswork,amidasuccess-
ful attempt to lay bituminous
concreteover100lanekilome-
tres of the highway in 100
hours — an effort that earned
concessionaireCubeHighways
andtheirconstructionpartner
Larsen&Toubroplaudits from
theMinistryofRoadTransport
andHighways.

“The Ghaziabad-Aligarh
sectionofNH-34,spanning118
kilometres, plays avital role as
a transportation link between
the densely populated regions
ofGhaziabadandAligarh.This
project traversesvarioustowns
and cities in Uttar Pradesh,
including Dadri, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Sikandrabad,
Bulandshahr and Khurja,”

Gadkari said.
“Anotableaccomplishment

on a very important highway
route. It manifests the impor-
tance given to both speed and
embracing modern methods
for better infrastructure,”
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
tweetedonFriday,afterthetwo
companies were felicitated by
the IndiaBookofRecords.

The highway revamp
deployed the Cold Central
Plant Recycling technology,
where90percentof themate-
rials milled during the plan-
ning of the road were reused.

“Work was undertaken on
amissionmodewithmaterials
beingtransportedfromIndian
Oil’s facility in Mathura con-
stantly to achieve this record,”
said an on-site executive of
CubeHighways.

Theexpresswaywasearlier
asorepoint forbothpassenger
and commercial riders. The
recent widening and layering
work offered a window of
opportunity for small busi-
nesses in the area.

“Since the highway was in
a bad condition earlier, there
wasn’t the kind of economic
activity that you would see on
a more prominent highway
like Delhi-Chandigarh.

Moreover,partsof thehighway
arealsonewalignments,while
businesses are still on the old
alignment,” saidaseniorCube
Highwayexecutive.

Small businesses along the
highway are sparse, with very
fewoldestablishmentsoperat-
ing now. Most of them have
been recently built in the
hopesofaconsumptionboom.

“We have to complete the
project by November, for whi-
ch we have to lay most of the
groundworkinthecomingmo-
nths itself. Once traffic increa-
ses due to the six-laning, we’ll
see increased economic activ-
ityalong thehighway,”Hariki-
shanReddy,CEOofCubeHig-
hways, toldBusinessStandard.

Meanwhile, the past year
has posed greater struggle for
smallbusinesses,asconstruct-
ion work led to lesser traffic.
While the overhaul is eagerly
anticipated by many, some
vendors aren’t toohopeful.

“With traffic moving at a
moderate pace, people would
stop by at small shops and tea
stalls like ours. When a high-
way achieves high speed, peo-
ple stop at big clusters of way-
sideamenities. It’susuallybad
news for small establishmen-
ts,” rued the owner of a dhaba.

Recordconcrete layingonGhaziabad-Aligarh
Expresswayspeedsuproadrevamp

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
NewDelhi, 19May

As the summer sizzles, Indians are pre-
paring for holidays with 82 per cent of
them intending to travel during this sea-
sonmakingManaliandGoaastheir favou-
rite hill and beach destinations respec-
tively,accordingtoasurveybyHospitality
technology firm,OYO.

According to OYO’s Summer Vacation
Index 2023, the surge in domestic travels
that was induced by Covid restrictions
continueswith a staggering92per cent of
respondentsplanningtoexploredomestic
destinations. The survey, which took
responses of over 15,000 people across
IndiaviaOYOapp,also foundthat shorter
tripsand“staycations”of1-3dayscontinue
tobe the toppreference.

“The travel resurgence continues
strongwith 82 per cent Indians intending

to travel during this summer season. The
Covid travel restriction induced trend of
rediscovery of our own country’s beauty
alsocontinues strongwithastaggering92
percentplanningtoexploredomesticdes-
tinations,”OYOsaid in a statement.

As far as destinations are concerned,
mountains are the clear choice this

summer with 30 per cent of the votes,
followedcloselybybeachesat26percent,
it added.

“India’s favourite mountain destina-
tion is Manali, followed by Kashmir,
McleodGanj,OotyandCoorg.OYOhotels
in Manali continue to see an uptick in
demandassummertravelgainspace,” the
company said. On the other hand, Goa
continues to be India’s preferred choice
forbeaches,with50percentpeoplewant-
ing to travel there.

“Demand for hotels in Goa has surged
bymore than20percentcompared to the
same period last year. This was followed
by Andaman Nicobar, Kerala,
Pondicherry, and Gokarna,” said the sur-
vey conducted between May 7 and 14,
2023. OYO said its survey also found that
respondents showed a strong inclination
towards exploring offbeat and lesser-
knowndestinations.

Domestic travelsurgecontinues

ManaliandGoawere the favouritehill and
beachdestinationsof Indians,according
tothesurveybyOYO

Bill to protect
documented
dreamers
tabled in
Congress
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Washington,19May

A bipartisan group of law-
makershas introducedlegis-
lationintheUSCongressthat
proposes protection to chil-
dren of documented dream-
ers, a significant majority of
whomareIndianAmericans,
from self-deportation after
turning 21 years.

Long-term visa holders
known as documented
dreamers,whoareestimated
tobeabout 250,000, grewup
legally in the US but risk
deportation when they turn
21 years old.

Thecurrentsystemforces
documented dreamers to
leave the US and return to
their country of birth, rob-
bingthemoftheir futureand
livelihoods inAmerica.

Introduced in the House
of Representatives and the
Senate, America’s CHIL-
DREN Act would allow indi-
viduals toobtainpermanent
residency if they were
brought to theUSasdepend-
ent children of workers
admitted under employ-
mentvisas,havemaintained
status in the US for 10 years
(including eight years as
dependents), andhavegrad-
uated from an institution of
higher education.

It would also protect any
child who has been in
the US for an aggregate of
eight years before the age
of 21 as a dependent of an
employment-based non-
immigrant by allowing
them to remain dependent
on their parent’s non-
immigrant visa until they
can find another status.

The Bill, among other
things, establishes age-out
protections that lock in a
child’s age on the date on
which their parents file for a
Green Card and would pro-
vide work authorisation for
individuals qualifying for
age-out protection.
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